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Hours spent on the pristine green fields 

of their home country, swinging a paddle at 
a rock-solid ball has long been a pastime of 
many foreigners. 

They’d spend entire days on the pitch, en-
joying a sport that combines natural ability 
with acquired skill, intensity with patience. 

Overshadowed by soccer and other 
sports, the game of cricket has seemingly es-
caped the interest of the Americas. 

Yet, with Costa Rica’s first international 
cricket tournament, hosted in Los Reyes Polo 
Club earlier this month, and through efforts to 
introduce the sport at local schools, a handful 
of foreigners are creating opportunities to play 
and watch the game in this country.  

“The idea is to bring cricket to Costa 
Rica,” said Richard Illingworth, president 
of the Costa Rica Cricket Association. “It 
used to be played here 120 years ago, main-
ly among the Jamaicans on the Caribbean 
coast in Limón. …At the moment, most of 
our players are fairly old … and many have 
something to do British Commonwealth. We 
want to get Costa Ricans involved.” 

According to Illingworth, cricket is the 
second most-played and-watched sport 
in the world and, if it weren’t for China, it 
would top the list.

“The one part of the world where (crick-
et) is not as advanced in terms of the amount 
of people playing right now is in Latin Amer-
ica -- that is South and Central America,” 
said Grant Dugmore, regional development 
officer for the International Cricket Council. 
“(Yet) cricket is virtually the No. 1 sport in 
the Caribbean, and that is right on Central 
America’s doorstep.”

A handful of cricket aficionados linked 
up with the International Cricket Council 
three years ago, and staged the first Central 
America Cricket Championship. The first 
tournament was hosted by Belize, a strong 
team, which won the inaugural games. 

The tournament was played in Mexico 
the following year, and Mexico won.

Yet the home field advantage didn’t play 
in Costa Rica’s favor during this year’s cham-
pionship. Despite several hard fought games 
from the players representing Costa Rica, the 
Panama team took home the trophy.

The six games were played in Los Reyes, 

just west of San José, where cricket players 
outlined a space on a private polo field.

In a three-day tournament beginning 
April 4, teams from El Salvador, Belize, Pana-
ma, Mexico and Costa Rica competed in four 
games, lasting several hours each.

“The venue was well prepared and the 
matches went smoothly,” said Timothy Bak-
er, a player on the Costa Rica team. “Overall, 
it was a very successful event.”

Though Costa Rica pulled away with only 
one win against El Salvador, it boasted the best 
batsman, Shane Catford, who scored 154 runs 
for Costa Rica throughout the tournament.  

“From a sporting point of view, about 
half the games in the tournament were very 
competitive, and about half were runaway 
victories,” said Illingworth. “Panama was re-
ally a worthy winner and wiped out everyone 
who got in their way.” 

Illingworth is hoping to resurrect some 
of Costa Rica’s history in the sport and come 
out stronger in the years to come.

Cricket does have a strong history in Cos-
ta Rica as it was first introduced 1886, when 
a significant number of Jamaicans came to 
the country to work on the construction of a 
railway between the port of Limón and San 
José.

Under their leadership, cricket grew to 
include 45 teams in the Limón province, 
but died off in subsequent generations as 
younger Jamaicans turned their interest to 
soccer. 

Between 1970 and 2000, there were sev-
eral attempts to revive cricket, mainly among 
British expatriates living in San José.

“At the beginning of this century, we 
started getting serious about it. Previously, 
(cricket here) was just a bunch of expatri-
ates playing for the fun of playing on a Sun-
day afternoon,” said Illingworth, who began 
playing in the ’80s. “The idea is for cricket to 
become a recognized sport in this country 
and played by Costa Ricans not just expatri-
ates.”

For more information on cricket in Costa 
Rica or to get involved, contact Secretary Pen-
ny Houghton at 8320-0823 or phoughton1@
gmail.com or President Richard Illingworth 
at 2268-2903 or illings@racsa.co.cr.n

clong@ticotimes.net

A video report on the tournament can be 
found online at www.ticotimes.net
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Jiminy! It’s Cricket: Costa Rica team manager Sam Arthur pitches against 
Belize in the tournament’s first game. Five teams representing countries across 
Central America met on a field in Los Reyes, just west of San José, to compete in 
the third annual Central American Cricket Championship. 
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Cuisine

•	Legitimate
•	Sze-ChuenDishes
•	Sushi
•	 Dim-Sum every day
•	Buffet every
	 Sunday
•	Peking Duck
•	Private rooms for 	
	 special events

English & Chinese 
spoken
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TAI-CHI COURSE
Rejuvenate your 

Mind, Body & Spirit!
This 6 Day Course will leave you 
with a Tai-Chi Practice of your own 
that you can use throughout your life 
to cultivate Relaxation, Concentra-
tion, Strength, Emotional Serenity & 
Mental Clarity.
6 Day Courses being offered 
in San Jose, Puerto Viejo, 
Arenal, Tamarindo, Quepos 
& More...
Visit www.peakbeings.com or
E-mail: troy@peakbeings.com
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Republicans Abroad 
of Costa Rica

Luncheon

Guest Speaker Ambassador
Peter Cianchette

Real Intercontinental Hotel
April 21, 2009

¢10,000 
Reservations required

2232-5016

republicansabroad@hotmail.com 

COME ON BEFORE THE WORLD CATCHES ON!
•No crowds, no waiting, silent, beautiful,

an unknown wonderland
•4,000 acres, miles of trails, waterfalls, great forests,

superb cabins, and restaurant
•An adventure you will cherish for a lifetime

•Available: Horseback riding, hot springs, bird watching,
mountain hiking, ATV rentals, or just relaxing at night

in front of the fireplace

Talamanca Reserve
•San Gerardo de Rivas, Pérez Zeledón

(right next to the Chirripó National Park)

The Big Secret (for now)!
MONTEVERDE OF 20 YEARS AGO!

(506) 2742-5080  www.talamancareserve.com
(we take credit cards)


